Che Newpnrt Daily Express

Orleans County's Daily Newspaper

VOL. NO. 70 NO. 135

~ Since 1936 ~

GOOD MORNING

Today...Cloudy, chan

ce of

showers a.m. Sunny in the
afternoon p.m. Highs in the

\{ upper 70s.
> -;"‘/ pTonight...Mostiy clear.
2fe = Lows in the lower 60s.
- —
-,
/"

NEWPORT, VERMONT

PRICE 50¢

Columbia Forest to save
350,000 in energy costs

In the world of energy efficien-
cy, smaller is better. Columbia
Forest Products, of Newport, one
of the largest producers of hard-
wood veneer in North America, is
saving almost $55,000 annually in
energy costs after switching to
smaller, more energy-efficient air
compressors,

“We’ve satisfied all our mill
needs and exceeded our expecta-
tions for energy savings,” said
Aaryn French, plant engineer at
Columbia Forest. “With utility
prices on the rise, energy efficien-
Cy is more important than ever to
our company,”

When one of Columbia Forest’s
tWo main air compressors failed,
French sought the advice of Lenny
Mongeon at Air Compressor Engi-
neering in Hinesburg, VT, Togeth-
er they decided to contact Effi-
ciency Vermont, the statewide
energy efficiency utility, to con-
duct an energy use assessment of
the factory and determine what

size compressors would be most
appropriate for the factory,
“Efficiency Vermont helped
Columbia Forest find a number of
air leaks that were really putting a
drain on the equipment,” Mon-
geon said. “By minimizing these
leaks, we were able to replace the
old compressors with smaller,
more efficient models.”
Columbia Forest decided to take
a unique approach to their air sup-
ply needs by purchasing two dif-
ferent compressors: a 125 horse-
power (hp) unit and a smaller 40
hp machine. The 40 hp model runs
only for those jobs with the high-
est pressure needs, thereby maxi-
mizing the efficiency of the 125 hp
compressor by allowing it to run
at a copstant output. Both com-
pressors are equipped with vari-
able speed control to ensure that
the right amount of air is deljy-
ered where it is most needed.
Mongeon notes that the changes
have also resulted in improved

air quality and quieter operation.
“Together, all the partners con-
cluded that we could reduce ener-
gy needs considerably by combin-
ing simple repairs with more intel-
ligent equipment,” said Darrell
Marley, project manager at Effi-

.ciency Vermont.

The statewide energy efficiency
utility provided a significant
rebate, which will help Columbia
Forest cover the costs of the ener-
gy-efficient upgrades. Columbia
Forest’s upgrades will save
approximately 690,000 kilowatt-
hours annually, which as French
notes, benefits the entire state of
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